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March ___, 2011

Texas House of Representatives

The Hon. Lois Kolkhorst, Chair, and

Members of the Public Health Committee

P.O. Box 2910
Austin, TX 78768-2910  



Re:
Support H.B. 3450

Dear Chair Kolkhorst and Members of the Committee:

I am writing in support of H.B. 3450, the Texas Companion Animal Protection Act (CAPA), and I urge you to support this bill as well.  This bill is very much needed in Texas to provide protections for our shelter animals. It is also fiscally responsible and protects public health and safety.  Passing this bill will also make Texas one of the leading, most progressive states in the country.

1) CAPA saves the lives of animals 


A 2010 statewide survey of rescue groups in New York State found that 71% of non-profit animal welfare groups have had at least one NYS shelter refuse to work collaboratively and then turn around and kill the very animals they were willing to save.  This is also happening in shelters across Texas.  This is inhumane and bad policy.  CAPA would make it illegal for a shelter to kill an animal when a qualified non-profit organization, that specializes in adoptions, is willing to save that animal. This maximizes the number of animals who are saved, while reducing the numbers killed.


2) CAPA saves taxpayers money from having to care for, kill, and dispose of animals

CAPA is modeled after a similar law which has been in effect in California since 1998. An analysis of that law found that sending animals to non-profit animal rescue organizations saved the City and County of San Francisco $486,480 in publicly funded animal control costs. CAPA saves taxpayer money by mandating public-private partnerships that not only reduce expenses associated with having to care for, then kill and dispose of an animal, but which transfers expenses from taxpayers to private philanthropy. 

3) CAPA improves the emotional well-being of shelter staff


Studies show that staff members responsible for killing animals in shelters are vulnerable to emotional trauma, exhaustion, and burnout. CAPA would spare staff from killing animals when those animals have readily available lifesaving options.


4) CAPA protects public health and safety


CAPA specifically excludes dangerous dogs and animals who are irremediably suffering from untreatable diseases or injuries.  It also requires shelter to implement best practices that reduce disease, ensure animals are medically screened, thus protecting both employee and public welfare.


5) CAPA puts Texas on par with the most progressive states in the country


CAPA is based on a similar law in California which was passed in 1998 with overwhelming bipartisan support—96 to 12. It made no sense to California legislators that taxpayers were spending money on killing animals when non-profit organizations were willing to spend their own money to save them.  Legislators also found that public shelters that killed animals, when those animals have a place to go, did not reflect the humane values of their constituents. In addition, the State of Delaware recently passed similar legislation unanimously. And New York State is considering a similar law this year.


Again, I urge you to fully support H.B. 3450. Thank you.







Sincerely,

